
Worksheet 1. Research Description
The main function of this worksheet is to explain what it is YOU are going to do. To do this well you need to: select a good topic, have a good idea what you are going to do and to solve a defined problem (that is so you know what outcome you want).  

All the following steps are iterative and you must expect to go backwards and forwards many times before you get a set of answers with which you are happy. In addition, you must expect to have to read widely so that you fully understand the topic area and aspect that you have chosen. There is no short cut here it will all require deep and careful thinking.
1. TOPIC – What is your topic area? Name and briefly describe it.

	


2. ASPECT/SCOPE – How will you narrow the Topic? What aspect of your topic area will you focus on? Name and briefly describe it.

	


3. ISSUE – What is the problem theme that you want to focus on? This question is about focusing on a known issue or problem in the chosen aspect that you want to resolve. You could also usefully think of the cause of the problem at this stage as that might give you some insight as to how it might be resolved.  

	


4. RATIONALE – Explain why it useful to solve this problem or determine if this project has any useful outcome. You should try to find some documented evidence that supports your view.
	


5 RESEARCH QUESTION – What is your research question? This must be based around your stated problem and the idea of worth. You are advised to carefully think through, once you have your question, what FORM the answer is to take.

	


6. TITLE – What will be the title of your project? You should now be in a position where you can write a clear project title. 
	


7. AIM – here we are looking for just one correctly formed and meaningful AIM

	


8. OBJECTIVES – you should look for 3 or 4 objectives that achieve your aim and do so in a progressive manner
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